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The cobwebs of Tomás Saraceno, the
Aerocene architect
The creations of the Argentinian artist, poised between a passion for
spiders and for the most futuristic science, on view in Florence.
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A floating universe has invaded Palazzo Strozzi. It is the world of the Argentinian artist
Tomás Saraceno – an architect by training, an enthusiast of science and its most futuristic
results and a visionary of untiring exploration. In his work, virtually boundless and laden
with implications that concern the present and the future, art joins with ecology and an
attention to the cosmos and to nonhuman forms of life, such as spiders, in particular.
Saraceno knows absolutely everything about these animals, prehistoric yet at the same
time present in our day-to-day lives. This passion dates to his childhood, when he would

observe the fine yet sturdy cobwebs taking shape on the windows in his attic; and, as he
himself states, while he wondered if the spiders lived in his house or if he was living in
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theirs, he dreamed about being a builder of worlds. Today, those worlds are on view in one
of the most prestigious museums.
The exhibition opens with an installation composed of gigantic silvery spheres connected
to one another with ropes, as if they were hot-air balloons, suspended in the palace’s
courtyard. The show continues inside with the first rooms, where white dominates and
everything is airy and light. Here, from time to time, the spherical bodies become faceted,
reflective, in some cases diaphanous and see-through; at other times, as with the Flying

Gardens, they are inhabited by plants, the Tillandsia, that live off the air; or intertwine with
rays of light that cast their shadows on the walls and thus give life to a cosmos in
constant motion.
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Tomás Saraceno in exhibition at Palazzo Strozzi. Photo: Ela Bialkowska, OKNO Studio.

This light-drenched beginning is then followed, with drastic inversion, by a series of dark
rooms. In the first, five long, very fine threads arranged horizontally emerge, languidly
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fluttering due to the air moved by visitors. A sonification translates in real time the
vibrations of the curves. Other dark spaces follow. We are invited to immerse ourselves in
the world of spiders and their architecture: the cobwebs, enhanced by the light that
makes them shine, become the most precious and suggestive imaginable – true
microcosms in which viewers can read the image of the universe. Instead, in the

Aerografie in the next rooms, the artist evokes a suggestive parallel between airborne
particles and cosmic dust.
The experience is immersive, synaesthetic, extremely engaging. The idea of a dialogue
between physical and temporal dimensions, between a prehistoric past and a future
waiting to be built is always present. In fact, for Saraceno, viewers can imagine another
era, Aerocene, characterised by a sensitivity aimed at a new behavioural ecology.
Playing with the air, inventorying cobwebs, travelling through the air are some possible
ways of accessing a new and different perception of the world. But there are others. For
example, in a room, Saraceno displays the “Arachnomancy Cards” inspired by nggám, or
divination through spiders, practiced by the Mambila tribes of Cameroon and Nigeria.
According to this custom, questions are asked of a ground-dwelling spider that submits an
answer by rearranging specific “divination cards”. For Saraceno, this vibrational world can
offer us the knowledge we lack. In games, there is a kind of planetary harmonisation that
is also a way to meet the challenges of the Anthropocene; that is, of a time when man
experiences the world in a state of solipsism, running the risk of forgetting he is part of a
whole: of a universe that includes multiple forms of life, bearers of sensibility that are
different yet in constant exchange. In order to achieve this harmony, an open attitude is
required, not only towards all types of research and understanding, but towards each
living being.
The universe created by Saraceno allows visitors to enjoy some of the most evocative
visions without giving up the critical reflections humanity urgently needs, and it is based
on an open and interconnected view that erases separation and hierarchies and is aimed
at the nonvisible and the nonhuman, thus allowing spectators to perceive the correlations
between the infinitely small and the infinitely large, between a very remote past, the
present and the achievable.

Read also: Tomás Saraceno’s balloon working just with renewable energy
(/en/art/gallery/2020/02/18/fly-with-aerocene-pacha-toms-saracenosballoon-working-with-renewable-energy.html)

Title: Aria Artist: Tomás Saraceno Where: Fondazione Palazzo Strozzi, Florence Where: From 22nd
of February to 19th of July 2020 Address: Piazza degli Strozzi, 50123, Firenze FI
MOST POPUL AR:

Menu en

Search

(/en/art/gallery/2020/04/20/ten-comics-that-will-change-the-way-you-look-at-architecture.html)
1. Ten comics that will change the way you look at architecture
(https://www.domusweb.it/en/art/gallery/2020/04/20/ten-comics-that-will-change-the-wayyou-look-at-architecture.html)
2. Milan’s empty billboards portrayed by Giovanni Hänninen
(https://www.domusweb.it/en/art/gallery/2020/05/13/spazio-disponibile-a-nuove-idee-peruna-citt-migliore.html)
3. A new book celebrates architecture in anime, from Akira to Neon Genesis Evangelion
(https://www.domusweb.it/en/art/gallery/2020/04/20/anime-architecture-animesjapanese-urban-scenarios-collected-in-an-illustrated-book.html)
4. The Garden, a place of symbolism (https://www.domusweb.it/en/art/2020/05/15/ilgiardino-il-luogo-della-simbologia.html)
5. 10 masterpieces of cinema in which architecture and design are fundamental
(https://www.domusweb.it/en/art/gallery/2020/03/17/10-masterpieces-of-cinema-in-whicharchitecture-and-design-are-fundamental.html)

Commenti: 0

Aggiungi un commento...

Plug-in Commenti di Facebook

Latest on Art

Ordina per Meno recenti

(/en/art/2020/05/15/il-giardino-illuogo-della-simbologia.html)

(/en/art/gallery/2020/05/13/spaz
disponibile-a-nuove-idee-peruna-citt-migliore.html)

The Garden, a place of
symbolism
(/en/art/2020/05/15/ilgiardino-il-luogo-dellasimbologia.html)

Milan’s empty billboards
Culture after the COVIDportrayed by Giovanni
19. Here’s why art can help
Hänninen
art
(/en/art/gallery/2020/05/13/spazio(/en/art/2020/05/07/culturedisponibile-a-nuove-ideeafter-the-covid-19-heresper-una-citt-migliore.html)
why-art-can-help-art.html)

15 May 2020
(/en/art/2020/05/15/il-giardino-illuogo-della-simbologia.html) /
Art (/en/art.html)

(/en/art/2020/05/07/cultureafter-the-covid-19-heres-whySearch
art-can-help-art.html)
Menu en

14 May 2020
(/en/art/gallery/2020/05/13/spaziodisponibile-a-nuove-idee-per-unacitt-migliore.html) /
Art (/en/art.html)

08 May 2020
(/en/art/2020/05/07/culture-afterthe-covid-19-heres-why-art-canhelp-art.html) /
Art (/en/art.html)

(/en/news/2020/05/18/thearchitecture-biennalepostponed-again-this-timedirectly-to-2021.html)

(/en/productnews/gallery/2020/05/17/angellis-a-new-superlight-e-bikedesigned-by-ora-to.html)

(/en/design/2020/05/18/venturaproject-goodbye.html)

The Architecture Biennale
postponed, again. This
time directly to 2021
(/en/news/2020/05/18/thearchitecture-biennalepostponed-again-thistime-directly-to-2021.html)

Angell is a new superlight
What did Ventura teach
e-bike designed by Ora ïto
us? A goodbye to one of
(/en/productthe most influential
news/gallery/2020/05/17/angellFuorisalone projects
is-a-new-superlight-e(/en/design/2020/05/18/ventu
bike-designed-by-oraproject-goodbye.html)
to.html)

18 May 2020
(/en/news/2020/05/18/thearchitecture-biennale-postponedagain-this-time-directly-to2021.html) /
News (/en/news.html)

18 May 2020 (/en/productnews/gallery/2020/05/17/angellis-a-new-superlight-e-bikedesigned-by-ora-to.html) /
Design (/en/design.html)

(/en/art/2020/05/07/bansky-isback-with-a-painting-thatcelebrates-the-work-done-byhealth-workers.html)

New Banksy artwork
celebrates superhero
health workers
(/en/art/2020/05/07/banskyis-back-with-a-paintingthat-celebrates-the-workdone-by-healthworkers.html)
07 May 2020
(/en/art/2020/05/07/bansky-isback-with-a-painting-thatcelebrates-the-work-done-byhealth-workers.html) /
Art (/en/art.html)

Latest on Domus

(/en/speciali/domusfordesign/ga
i grow up i want to be an

18 May 2020
(/en/design/2020/05/18/venturaproject-goodbye.html) /
Design (/en/design.html)

i-grow-up-i-want-to-be-anindustrial-designer.html)
Menu en

Search

When I grow up, I want to
be an industrial designer
(/en/speciali/domusfordesign/gallery/2020/wheni-grow-up-i-want-to-be-anindustrial-designer.html)
18 May 2020
(/en/speciali/domusfordesign/gallery/2020/wheni-grow-up-i-want-to-be-an-industrialdesigner.html) /
Domusfordesign
(/en/speciali/domusfordesign.html)

News (/en/news.html)

Contacts (/en/contacts.html)

Architecture (/en/architecture.html)

Biographies (/en/biographies.html)

Design (/en/design.html)

Architectural movements
(/en/movements.html)

(https://www.facebook.com/Domus/)

Architecture Firms
(/en/speciali/best-architecturefirms.html)

20089 Rozzano (Mi) (https://twitter.com/DomusWeb)

Art (/en/art.html)
Opinion (/en/opinion.html)
Archive (/en/from-the-archive.html)
Products (/en/products.html)

Urban stories
(http://urbanstories.domusweb.it/)

Foreign Editions (/en/localeditions.html)

Gio Ponti (/en/gio-ponti.html)
Loves (http://loves.domusweb.it/)

Follow us

Legal Note

Editoriale Domus Spa
Via G. Mazzocchi, 1/3
Codice fiscale, partita IVA
e iscrizione al Registro

(https://it.pinterest.com/domusweb/)
delle Imprese di Milano
n. 07835550158
R.E.A. di Milano n. 1186124
Capitale sociale versato €
5.000.000,00 - All rights
reserved - Informativa
Privacy
(http://www.edidomus.it/policy/disclaime
- Informativa cookie
completa
(http://www.edidomus.it/policy/index.php

